his claim to an outlet on the sea were alike disregarded,
and  a  subsequent  manifesto  was  equally  fruitless.
Danilo demanded the formal recognition of Monte-
negrin independence by the Powers, an increase of
territory in both the  Albanian  and   Hcrzegovinian
frontiers, an accurate delimitation of the boundary
between  Turkey and  Montenegro  similar   to   that
which  had  been made   in   the  last   reign   between
Austria  and  the   principality,  and   the   cession   of
Antivari.    The first of these demands was purely a
matter of form, for Montenegro had been independent
dc facto ever since  the battle of Kossovo in   1389.
But  Danilo  was  anxious  to  have his  government
recognised  in  the  councils  of   diplomacy.     For a
moment it seemed  as if the European   Areopagus
favoured  his   claims ;  conferences   were   held   and
notes exchanged upon the subject.    But when  the
Prince visited Paris  in 1857 he was  informed that
if he would recognise the suzerainty of the Sultan,
the latter would cede him a piece of territory in the
Herzegovina in return for a payment of tithe, would
give him a civil list and the Turkish title of mnchir,
and would allow the Montenegrin flag access to all
Turkish ports.    Peter II. had indignantly refused a
similar offer twenty-five years earlier.    But his suc-
cessor was inclined to accept it, and thus close the
glorious career of the virgin state by conceding to the
Turkish diplomatist what the Turkish armies  had
never won.

Great was the indignation of the Montenegrins at
what they considered an act of cowardice. Danilo's
inaction during the Crimean war, his recent refusal